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Danny Stanley * LoFi Poet Band m Alexanders in the studio
shows off his ¥  Announce New EP
lunchbox (p2)
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FORWARD

©Adam Barnes

HELLO SOFA CITIZENS!

estive greetings to all the bands and our
friends. Forwards in books are actually
written ‘foreword’,
I know, but I've done that deliberately because
my word for 2014 is ‘forward’. ‘Looking forward
to’ lots of SOFA CITY gigs, happenings and
shenanigans in 2014.
The Sofa City Bands Collective started in 2010
and had an energetic start. The energy
produced has continued throughout the years
like the way the Big Bang formed the universe.
Indeed friendships and collaborations were
forged in the initial few months that continue to
evolve to this day.
| think that some of the original edicts of the
SCBC like keeping the gigs spaced a few weeks
apart (so as not to split or tire the crowd) got
lost along the way and I'd like to get some of
that momentum back.
Contrarily, this first trial publication has a
slightly retro feel to it a celebration of what the

bands got up to in 2013 (and they were pretty
busy). The bands have written short accounts
of their 2013s with clues as to what they have
planned for 2014.

As far as | know Adam Barnes hasn’t got round
to publishing a calendar for 2014 (or the coffee
table book that | keep suggesting) but this little
pamphlet is chock full of his brilliant pictures.
Many thanks from us all to Adam for getting to
S0 many gigs and taking such brilliant pictures.
Thanks too to Ged Babey for using his mighty
pen to spread the word about Southampton
bands.

New Sofa City bands for 2014 are (provisionally
because | haven't asked them yet) Chemical
Threat, Thee Marching Ants and The Boxcars.
The first gig | know of in the New Year is at the
Cellar on Saturday 1st February when the
Spiraltones support Medway legends the Fay
Hallam Trinity .

Pete Harvey



Here's the Accrington Stanley Christmas card
insert in full: 2013 was a great year for all at
Stanley towers. We got our first proper
reviews in ages in Louder Than War and then
a full-on interview in The Quietus, courtesy of
Ged Babey, who is almost single-handedly
taking Southampton to the world with his
fiendish prose. Taking renewed confidence
from this unprecedented wave of support, we
played some really enjoyable gigs, including
spots at Music in the City, Sofest (on the
main-stage in Guildhall Square) and at
Gabefest. We'd like to do more of this stuff in
2014, as well as record our new album, the
follow-up to 'Exactly’, which, at the time of
writing is threatening to contain 30 songs.
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RE THEY?

We're looking forward to playing a wide-range
of gigs with our normal wide-range of band-
members and, hopefully, a wide-range of sofa
-city brethren. Ciao!

Danny Stanley

Technical Note: .Q:I"
This is the . —

highly portable
but ridiculously
powerful 200w
‘lunchbox’ amp
that is now

being used by both Perry and Danny




LOUDER THAN BUNEG

In 2010 Louder than War deCIded that there was

a space for a new type of website that didn’t foIIow

the preconceived rules of music.

They were bored of genres and the conventional
history of music, they liked so much music they
wanted to communicate it. The site has become
one of the fastest growing, award winning music
websites in the UK

louderthanwar.com

The LtW writers had a poll of their favourite :
albums of 2013. Savages were number 1, Nick
Cave number 2, Bowie 3, Arctic Monlkeys 4,
The National 5, MbV 6 and Radioactive Bones
number 7.

It's fantastic to see the very singular space punk
stylings of Roy, Yaz and Pete getting national
recognition. Here’s the album review in case you
missed it...

Radioactive Bones take uson a
space flight In thelr UFO to punk
town via Mexico in 9 songs that
span 43 minutes on this self
released CD.
In this album Radioactive Bones somehow manage
to incorporate several different styles and blend
them together in such a way that it doesn’t sound
like the aural equivalent of a cut-and-shut car: 80s
punk, the space rock sounds of Hawkwind, guitar
breaks reminiscent of a Spaghetti Western or the
Mexican dessert, Native American Ghost Dance
vocals and the sounds of the kasbah all make an
appearance.
The opener, “Man In The Sky”, starts with a frantic,
almost chainsaw guitar before we get our first taste
of the bass chords that give this release an early
Motorhead / Hawkwind flavour, accentuated inthe
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moments where the guitar lead breaks conjure up
Fast Eddie Clarke. The drumming is solid and fast
paced throughout this release, with plenty of rolls
around the toms. Not quite Filthy Animal Taylor but
not far off! As the CD rolls on the punk rock
influences kick in with shades of SLF, the 4-skins,
0i Polloi & The Business.

As a rule this hybrid of punk and psychedelic
doesn’t always pay off: when Nik Turner left
Hawkwind and started Inner City Unit it was too
punk for the hippies, too hippy for the punks and
too jazzy for everyone, but somehow had a loyal
following. 2000 DS and others of their ilk did punk
for trip heads. Radioactive Bones have managed to
get the mix just right and you know that they are
certain to go down well with a festival crowd: it's
punk enough for the punks but not so rough the
hippies will hate it. (Nathan Haywire)
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Jon and Pete © Adam Barnes

QUALITY TIME

The Flying Alexanders highlights include Blissfields, Gabefest, their notorious trip to New York,
supporting Dr Feelgood, UK Subs. They are currently locked deep within ‘Untapped Talent
Studios’ putting the finishing touches to a new recording. They’re looking forward to a possible
Sofa City Tour, a Flying Alexanders documentary and appearing in a Martin Scorcese film.

SoutH by Southampton

Every
SﬂTerday at 6pm

Art, Culture and New Music from the region with Xan Phillips
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Jo Spiraltone by Adam Spiraltone

“In brief: first half of the year The Spiraltones put the finishing touches to and released the chirptastic
‘You're So Analogue EP*. Second half supported the super duper buffalo clover and podcasted our
arses off throughout the year” Adam Spiraltone

*The Spiraltones EP annoyed Ged Babey picking and rock-guitar noodling. It reminds me of

with its chirpiness and positivity. Here’s

his (abridged) review..

The Spiraltones mix ukelele and man-

dolin with proper instruments like
guitar, bass and drums to make a jazz, skiffle, twee
indie-pop amalgam which has only one defining fea-
ture; its damn perkiness, cheerfulness and chirpiness.
The Spiraltones have the lust for life of a coachload of
born-again Christians having a singalong whilst stuck
in a traffic-jam. | hate them.
Then | thought I'd better listen to the CD and not just
go with my preconceptions. ‘I'd take the certainty’
sounds like the Housemartin’s Happy Hour. ‘Don’t Cry
He Loves You’ is much better, thanks to some gentle

when the Marine Girls wrote Buzzcocks influenced
love songs. You're So Analogue has a vague ska-feel
to it...and finally | realise why I'm starting to like the
Spiraltones... its because they remind me of obscure,
old Peel-favourite the Chefs (from Brighton. They had
a singer by the name of Helen McCookery-Book, who |
also predictably, found a bit too twee.).

Two tracks recorded live, Lady Nicotine and Chick
Habit round things off in style with singer Jo really
coming into her own and the band really rocking.
Against my better judgement and flying in the face of
my penchant for angry or miserable music, | actually
like the Spiraltones a lot, a band designed to be heard
out of doors on a sunny day at fetes or festivals alike.

The Tones are at the heads on Sunday 29th December (see opposite) and then at the Cellar
on Saturday February 1st with The Fay Hallam Trinity (see back page).




MALFI
SESSIONS -

PFPRESENTS-===n=-

W,

CREEA LR Ny =S e =

% g~ THE
| §PIRALTONE

WITH SUPPORT FROM



©Adam Barnes

“like listening to the
mondays. the orb and
dr feelgood tripping
with my head in a food
blender”susba raroo:

“Another great year on a local level for the
local scene outsiders The LoFi Poet Band
with support slots with the dub pistols and
angelic upstarts

release of our 'police car' ep self financed on
a budget of zero with a great article review by
ged babey ..

on a community level two massive all dayers
brought the soton together and raised
£2500 for the amy winehouse foundation,
also an alldayer for soton youth services.
also with jon from the FA helped to organis
soton’s first ever IOW band swap solent
switch , more of that next year,

next ep from the denzil road bunker is nearly
finshed,

on line sampler 'dream away' has had great
response /reviews showing our more melan-
choly , mellow side , both vocally and musi-
cally ..this year our sound has been de-
scribed as being; “sleazy groove based poetic
rock that will get the party started with their
tales from the darkside of the street” ECHO
“the most down and dirty sleazily poetic and
hypnotic band in the south combining the
effortless grooves of the mondays with the
political bile of the clash/redskins”

Marco LoFi
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