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FORWARD 
I t’s a season of Sofa City birthdays and 

50th birthdays in particular. Southampton 
became a City fifty years ago and Perry, 

Tony and Ged were born too. Perry celebrates 
his birthday at the Talking Heads on March 
1st with The Alexanders, Soul and fire, Johnny 
Boxcars and Arid Wave. ‘Bad’ Tony also has a 
special party planned at the Joiners on March 
8th with Beautiful Life, Radioactive Bones, DJs 
and of course lasers (lots of lasers). 

Prisoners, 
Dentists 
etc. The 
book 
makes a 
good case 
for the idea 
that the 
Medway 
bands 
weren’t 
really a movement or a scene. But what 
they did share was an uncompromising 
attitude to their music. Some of them 
now have large cult followings 
(particularly Wild Billy Chidish). But that 
was just a by product of the band’s 
artistic endeavours. They were doing it for 
themselves and their mates.  
The recording industry (stress the 
‘industry’) was always treated with the 
contempt that it deserved. The book is 
full of interviews with all the major and 
minor players that the authors could find. 
I was delighted to discover that The 
Prisoners were fans of The Vapors and 
took their name from a Vapors single 
title. I didn’t know that two of my 
favourite bands were linked so that was 
worth £9.85 straight away. 
 Most of all, the book is inspirational 
as it echoes the Sofa City DIY punk ethos. 
 We play in bands and make and 
share things with each other because it’s 
fun. It’s what we’ve always done.   
 Harking back to the 50th birthday 
announcements at the top of the page, it 
seems official that we’ve been doing this 
for a long time and I hope we never stop. 
(Pete) 

Alternative TV: TV Smith will play Ged’s show 

Finally, Ged’s birthday bash will consist of him 
putting on TV Smith, Fallen Leaves and Kill 
Pretty plus special guests and a live punk 
karaoke at the Joiners on March 29th . 
 In other news, Sofa City has twinned 
itself with the Cathedral City of Salisbury and 
our scenester friends at 100% Attitude are 
finding us shows up there. It’s a great chance 
for the Sofa bands to go and annoy some total 
strangers. There’s a Salisbury gig preview on 
page 6. We also welcome a new band to the 
collective ‘The Sturmey Archers’ who are 
featured on page 9 and will be playing with 
Neko Roshi and The Fireworks at the Cellar on 
Good Friday, April 18th. 
 I just read ‘The Kids are All Square’ by 
Bob Collins and Ian Snowball. It’s a book 
about the Medway bands; Milkshakes, 



I n 2008 The Shimmering Bees was a 
chrysalis of an idea which needed a 
catalyst to move to the next stage of 

metamorphosis. The Abba Night at the 
Talking Heads organised by Craig 
“Spiraltone” McEwan provided the necessary 
warmth and environmental conditions for this 
hatching, and it was the first public outing for 
the band - despite being diametrically 
opposed to the Swedish supergroup in every 
aspect of musical taste and aspiration!   
Since that glorious night of weirdness and 
celebration of diverse influences, the band 
have gone on to develop their eclectic mix of 

European rootsy dance grooves, driven along 
by African drum rhythms -  plus a diversion 
via TV themes and Elvis 
One interesting flight from the hive recently 
was going unplugged at the Romsey Plaza. 
(See Shimmering Bees Raspberry Bouret on 
YouTube) 
Now regularly packing out the Bent Brief and 
other notable sources of nectar, The 
Shimmering Bees look forward to making 
even more drone-based buzzing in 2014. 
The next foray out of the Shimmering 
Beehive will be at the Art House on April 4th. 

Honey I’m Home 

Back L-R Martin Bridle - bouzouki, autoharp, vocals, Bik - percussion, didjeridoo, Chris Townsend - fiddle, 
recorder, vocals. Front: L-R Jani Franck - percussion, vocals and Su Eaton - hurdy gurdy, ukulele, recorder, 

Sofa City’s favourite hurdy-gurdy-based band are five years old around now. Su 
Eaton explains how the bees fly (despite the laws of aerodynamics). 



First up, on Saturday April 
12th, the band play a free 
night at The Bent Brief, 
supported by the mighty 
Spiraltones. The following 
Saturday, April 19th, the 
Stanley boys are proud to play 
a 'Road to Blissfields' local 
final at The Joiners. The 
riches, fame and success that 
this appearance is bound to 
bring have seen several band 
members already purchase 
small islands in the 
Caribbean, and they are often 
to be seen day-dreaming 
about these new homes on 
damp street-corners when 
they should be rehearsing.  

The chaps are also delighted 
to confirm that they are 
adding to the 'Sofa City Hits 
Salisbury' movement by 
playing at The Old Ale House 
on June 21st. Perfect for the 
solstice, man! 

After a period spent hibernating in a cardboard box filled with straw,  
Accrington Stanley are about to emerge blinking into the weak Spring 
sunlight to get rehearsing for some exciting gigs. 

Writes of Spring 

Pics: Barnes or Filmer 





Abjects 

A BJECTS is a female London based 
band playing a mix of garage / 
punk / psych influenced by Pylon, 

Gun Club, The Seeds...  
They started playing gigs in March 2013 
and are getting a fair bit of attention and 
the critics are making all the right noises. 
Come and see them in the intimate set-
ting of the 'gate and its all FREE! 
Their first show saw them share the bill 
with musicians from bands like TOY, 
Scum, The Oscillation, Screaming Tea 
Party, Let's Wrestle, Chrome Hoof...   
ABJECTS have supported the likes of Fat 
White Family, The Fresh And Onlys, Sep-
tember Girls and were on the bill for Mi-
kal Cronin's sold out show in London last 
summer. They toured with PINS last Octo-

ber, which the band enjoyed immensely. 
PINS have released ABJECTS first EP 
'Fast Love' in cassette on their label Haus 
of PINS and have been very supportive all 
the way from the start of ABJECTS career. 
In fact, asked ABJECTS to participate in a 
Christmas compilation cassette called 
'HYMNS' .  
ABJECTS wrote an exclusive Christmas 
song called ”Xmas”. 
2014 will see them filming a new video 
playing to a wider audience. They have 
recently been confirmed as support for 
one of their favourites La Luz in April.  
A couple of recent reviews prove that 
now is the time to catch them before we 
say 'we told you so': 
 

100%Attitude are pleased to present ABJECTS + Luke Hall + Alone 
In Your Crowd at the Winchester Gate, Salisbury on Friday 14th 
March at 8pm. 



“Abjects, an all-girl London 
trio who have been recording 
for Pins' own Haus of Pins 
label and they appear to be in 
their element as they run 
through an impressive set of 
edgy garage tunes, perky 
basslines washed over with 
lashings of blurry guitar. 
There doesn't appear to be 
too many nerves here; 
indeed, it looks as though the 
girls have just walked out of 
the office straight on to the 
stage and at the conclusion 
of their set they join the front 
of the audience to take in the 
headline act.” 
(Adam-Isolation Records) 
“Fronted by super confident 
Spanish singer Noemi and 
flanked by Yuki on bass and 
Alice on drums, Abjects 
played a twenty minute set of 
Cramps and ‘Nuggets’ era 
riffs, all beautifully chopped 
out on Noemi’s ice blue Vox 
Phantom guitar.” 

(Brightonnoise) 



SC. So The Sturmey Archers, tell us more. 
Paddy. Well, yeah The Sturmey Archers 
started in early 2008, I’d turned forty in the 
year before and in a spell of mid life crisis I’d 
decided I was going to have to learn guitar 
before my hands literally seized up from be-
ing old, and then six months later I accidently 
started writing songs. My second ever song I 
wrote was a song called ‘Edwyn’s Back’, all 
about Edwyn Collins and my days as an Eight-
ies indie kid and Mojo magazine picked up 
on it. So I naturally thought, this Pop lark is 
easy. Little did I know. 
SC. But already picked up by the media. 
Paddy. Well yeah, but that was only my sec-
ond song, I had to write about two hundred 
more before I was noticed again. 
SC. But throw enough mud and something 
will stick. 
Paddy. Yeah, about a year later Mojo again 
put me through to their finals of the mojo/ 
Genfidich best unsigned British songwriter 
competition. And song writing is really what 
I’m into, I might do stuff in all kinds of styles, 
but hopefully what links them all is good old 
fashioned song writing. And I try to make the 
lyrics the hook as much as the music, that’s 
what maybe makes them original, my own 
unique thoughts.  
SC. Are The Sturmey Archers basically just 
you? 
Paddy. Yeah, I am The Sturmey Archers, but 
often in recording and live I have the help of 
the multitalented Mike Vaughan. He usually 
fleshes out the sound by playing about three 
instruments at once, which has to be seen to 
believed. 
SC. So The Sturmey sound, how did you get 
to it? 

Paddy. Er, well firstly I was born in the Blues 
Delta, the British Blues Delta, Southend on  
Sea. Grew up in lovely Croydon, South Lon-
don in a folkie family. Forget Nu Folk, my Dad 
was a folk musician and I went to my first 
Sidmouth Folk Festival in 1967! And I was 
lucky enough to have a music mad brother 
who was nine years older than me, so I was 
well ahead of the game compared to my 
school friends.  
Anyway, I was thirteen in 1980, and we all 

know how your first love never leaves you. 
Anybody will defend the music scene when 
they were thirteen to the death and the late 
Seventies/Early Eighties scene was maybe 
the best. You’d had Punk and New Wave, 
Post Punk, the Two Tone scene, the Mod 
revival, and then the beginnings of the Eight-
ies Indie Scene. I thought pop music would 
be this good forever, but I didn’t realise I was 
being spoilt. Anyway, you stick with your first 
love, that’s what goes into The Sturmey Arch-
ers sound. 
SC. You didn’t discover older sounds? 
Paddy. Yeah, of course. Like any era, your 
favourite bands go on about stuff that influ-
enced them. So yeah I discovered stuff from 
The Sixties like Love and The Byrds, and all 
the Nuggets stuff, contempories of Bob Dylan 
like Tim Hardin, Kinks and the Small Faces, 
Stax and Motown. You name it,  I was basi-

Indie Pop? Most definitely. Punk and New Wave? Sometimes. Folk? Quite of-
ten. Funk? Maybe. Just who are The Sturmey Archers, the latest members of 
the Sofa city Collective? We got the Sturmey’s Paddy Conner on an old fash-
ioned telephone to find out just for you. 

SPEED KINGS 

“So I naturally thought, 
this Pop lark is easy. 

Little did I know.” 



cally a music nutter, I collected and devoured 
great chunks of musical history, I went with-
out my school lunch so I could buy a record 
at the end of the week. Literally thousands of 
them before I decided at forty to make music 
of my own. And that goes into the Sturmey 
sound as well. 
SC. And new sounds? 
Paddy. The Sturmey Archers are the new 
sound, old but new. 
SC. So now living on the South Coast, what’s 
happening with the Sturmey Archers now 

Paddy. Well, firstly fantastic to be part of The 
Sofa City Collective. Things have been great 
lately. After being played on BBC Introducing 
shows across the south coast, The Sturmey 
Archers have now been picked up on Tom 
Robinson’s BBC6 show as well his Fresh On 
The Net offshoot, and we’re looking forward 
to live shows around the Southampton area 
with our fellow Sofa City comrades. 
The Sturmey Archers are playing the Cellar on 
Good Friday April 18th with Neko Roshi and The 
Fireworks. 

The Sturmey Archer: Paddy Conner 








